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SAN DIEGO PUBLIC LIBRARY SCREENS “HELL AND BACK AGAIN” 

Featured Marine Sergeant Nathan Harris to Lead Audience Discussion after the Screening 

 

SAN DIEGO – The San Diego Public Library, in partnership with the Black Storytellers 

Association and The Mission Continues veteran service organization, will host a Community 

Cinema preview screening of Hell and Back Again by filmmaker Danfung Dennis.  The film 

will screen on Monday, April 16
th

, at 6:30 p.m. in the 3
rd

 floor auditorium of the Central Library, 

located at 820 E Street in downtown San Diego. Active-duty Marine, Sergeant Harris, his wife 

Ashley, and Army veteran and The Mission Continues fellow Ericka Korb will participate in a 

discussion with audience after the film.  This event is FREE and open to the public.   

 

What does it mean to lead men in war? What does it mean to come home - injured physically and 

psychologically - and build a new life? Hell and Back Again follows the U.S. Marines Echo 

Company, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, as they launch a major assault on a Taliban 

stronghold in Southern Afghanistan. Within hours of being dropped deep behind enemy lines, 

Sergeant Nathan Harris's unit is attacked from all sides. Cut off and surrounded, the Marines 

fight a ghostlike enemy and experience immense hostility from displaced villagers. Frustration 

grows on both sides, as any common ground, or success, seems elusive. 

 

The parallel story begins with Sergeant Harris's return home to his wife in the U.S., after he is 

severely injured. He's in terrible physical pain, and becomes addicted to his pain medication. But 

his psychological pain may be worse, as he attempts to reconcile the immense gulf between his 

experiences at war, and the terrifying normalcy of life at home. These two stories intertwine to 

communicate both the extraordinary drama of war and the no less shocking experience of 

returning home, as a whole generation of Marines struggles to find an identity in a country that 

prefers to be indifferent. 

 

The film contains real war footage with a tough and unflinching look at one soldier’s 

struggle through post-combat physical rehabilitation. Viewer discretion is advised. 
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Press Release – Hell and Back Again 

 

The Mission Continues is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization which awards community 

service fellowships to post-9/11 veterans, empowering them to transform their own lives by 

serving others and directly impacting their communities.  Visit: www.missioncontinues.org for 

more information. 

The Black Storytellers of San Diego, Inc. is leading a Big Read city-wide book discussion 

featuring Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried.  BSSD promotes storytelling through 

education and entertainment, inspired through the power of the word.  Please contact them on 

Facebook or by email mcfarlin@cox.net. 

 

Community Cinema (http://communitycinema.org) is affiliated with the ITVS media 

organization (Independent Television Service).  ITVS Community Cinema is a monthly 

screening series that pairs independently produced documentary films with leading organizations 

working to resolve related social issues in communities across the country.  All films featured 

will broadcast nationally on the Emmy Award-winning PBS series Independent Lens. 

 

Learn about other events at the San Diego Public Library’s Central Library and 35 branches, find 

links to numerous additional resources, or search for materials in the Library’s catalog online at  

www.sandiegolibrary.org. 

 

The City of San Diego Public Library – Your Link to the Past and Gateway to the Future 
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